Popular Titles

Amazon’s Best Picture
Book of 2013
“This is a story that
begs to be read aloud”
Starred KR

Winner of 2013 2x2
Reading List Texas
Library Association

Rhyme Revolution’s
Best in Rhyme 2016
“Another doggone
funny cowboy caper.”
Starred KR

2010 NSTA/CBC
Outstanding Science
Book for Students K to 12

“A stupendiferous,
cosmically colossal good
time for all.” KR

“Well-written and full
of fun surprises” KR

Lori Mortensen is an awardwinning children’s book
author of more than 100
books and over 500 stories
and articles. Recent titles
include Arlo Draws an Octopus
(Abrams), her picture book
biographies, NONSENSE! The
Curious Story of Edward Gorey
(Versify) and Away with
Words, The Daring Story of
Isabella Bird (Peachtree), If
Wendell Had a Walrus (Henry Holt) Chicken Lily (Henry Holt),
Mousequerade Ball (Bloomsbury) illustrated by New York Times
bestselling illustrator Betsy Lewin, and Cowpoke Clyde Rides the Range
(Clarion) a sequel to Cowpoke Clyde and Dirty Dawg, one of Amazon’s
best picture books of 2013. Other titles include Cindy Moo
(HarperCollins), Come See the Earth Turn – The Story of Léon Foucault
(Random House) a Smithsonian Notable Book for Children, 2010, and
In the Trees Honey Bees! (Sourcebooks) a 2010 NSTA/CBC Outstanding
Science Book K-12 Winner.
When she's not hiking around, camera in hand, she’s tapping away at
her computer, conjuring, coaxing, and prodding her latest stories to
life. For more information about her books, events, upcoming releases,
teacher activities, and critique service, visit her website at
www.lorimortensen.com. You may also find her at Twitter,
Facebook, Pinterest and YouTube.

“A surefire story time
selection SLJ

“Sure to inspire the
explorers of tomorrow” BP

“Wonderful and
unique” SLJ

Lori Mortensen’s Author Visit Brochure 2021

School Visits

•

Cowpoke Clyde and Dirty Dawg her #1 Amazon bestselling
rhyming picture book about Cowpoke Clyde who just finished
cleaning up his cozy shack until he spied one thing he plumb
forgot—his ol’ dirty dawg! This leads to a rollicking, rootin’
tootin’ uproarious tall tale that begs to be read aloud. Will
Cowpoke Clyde ever catch him? What would readers do?

Her presentation appeals to all ages and includes time for Q&As and
book signings.

Activity Guides
These titles and others are accompanied by downloadable classroom
activities that explore common core themes such as art, character,
geography, history health, language arts, mathematics, research, and
social studies. Visit her website to access activity guides.

Costs

The Stories Behind the Stories
People often wonder how authors became authors and where they get
their ideas. In this 45-minute PowerPoint presentation The Story
Behind the Stories, Ms. Mortensen shares her unlikely writing
journey—her sister was the storyteller, not her—and how she got the
ideas for her most popular titles including:
•

In the Trees, Honey Bees! her rhyming nonfiction picture book
that shares the buzz about what honey bees are doing day and
night. She’ll also share a real beekeeper suit, veil, and brush
from her father-in-law who used to keep over 300 hives;

•

Cindy Moo, her rhyming picture book about a spunky cow
who’s determined to jump over the moon. How she is going to
do it? (Will she really jump over the moon?); and

Each presentation costs $500.
Presentations outside of the
Sacramento area may include
additional travel, lodging, and
transportation expenses. Since Ms.
Mortensen doesn't provide the
books, schools will need to begin
the ordering process from the
publisher or other booksellers at
least two months in advance to
arrive in time for her presentation. She provides a book-order form for
this purpose. To make author visits as successful as possible, it's
helpful for students to be familiar with her books and know who she is
before she arrives. To learn more about Ms. Mortensen, her books,
upcoming releases and events, visit her website at
www.lorimortensen.com, or contact her at
lori@lorimortensen.com.
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